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OCTOBER’S PARTY 

October gave a party, the leaves by hundreds came The Chestnuts, Oaks, 

and Maples, and leaves of every name The sunshine spread a carpet, and 

everything was grand Miss Weather led the dancing, Professor Wind the 

band The Chestnuts came in yellow, the Oaks in crimson dressed The 

lovely Misses Maple, in scarlet looked her best All balanced to their 

partners, and gaily fluttered by The sight was like a rainbow, new fallen 

from the sky Then in the rustic hollow, at hide and seek they played The 

party closed at sundown, but everybody stayed Professor Wind played 

louder, they flew along the ground And then the party ended, in jolly 

hands around 

 



DISTRICT 1 FALL CONFERENCE SUMMARY 

Detroit Yacht Club on Belle Isle 

September 26, 2024   

By Linda Johnson, District 1 Representative 

 

 
On a picture-perfect September day, the Michigan Garden Club hosted its quarterly District 
Conference at the Detroit Yacht Club on Belle Isle.  Members attending from the Garden Club of 
Dearborn included Otto and Paulette Baumgart, Christine Berryman, Mary Bugeia, Carol 
Chrzastek, Wanda Unis-Flaim, Mariya Fogarasi, Linda Johnson, Carol McGarvey, Susan Seta 
and Jo West. 
 

The hosting Michigan Garden Club has about 200 members who primarily 
live on the East Side: the Grosse Pointes, St. Clair Shores, etc. It appeared 
that there were about 300 of our district members gathered  in the very 
spacious dining room featuring golden chandeliers, plaster medallions and 
other elegant architectural details.  Fresh flower centerpieces and white 
tablecloths were on every table as we were served a delicious lunch of 
Caesar salad, turkey wrap, kettle cooked potato chips and cookies. 
 

The speakers were top notch. Dr. John Hartig gave a slide 
presentation about the Reclamation of Detroit's Waterfront as a Gathering 
Place for all. He pointed to many signs of improvement along the Detroit River, 
including the development of the RiverWalk, the return of wildlife such bald 
eagles, falcons, sturgeon, walleyes, beavers, and river otters.  Still in 
development are the Ralph C. Wilson Centennial Park and the Gordie Howe 
Bridge. 
 

Dr. Hartig's presentation was followed by a slide show by 
Joseph Ferraro entitled “Beyond the Bloom”.  It featured closeup portraits of area 
insects ranging from honeybees to butterflies.  With special camera lenses, he 
photographs their faces, antennae, and other minute (and colorful!) details. 
 

Finally, conference attendees were offered the 
opportunity to take a quick drive over to the 
Oudolf Garden on the other side of Belle Isle. 
This is a three-acre naturalistic public garden designed by Piet 
Oudolf, a world-famous ecological designer.  He chose 
“perennials, grasses, shrubs and trees for their durability, and 
ever-changing textures for enjoyment in all four seasons.” 
 
The day was a gardener's delight for all who were able to attend.  

The District 1 conferences are hosted on a rotating basis by member clubs twice a year, in the 
Spring and in the Fall.  They are always an excellent way to spend a day close to home meeting 
other plant lovers while enjoying wonderful speakers and a delicious lunch.  Can't wait for the 
next one! 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 


